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Friends, 
  
As I presented the third lesson in our four week series on 
"Breaking Free," I asked this question: "How Can You Live A 
More Generous Life?" 
  
Moses discovered that, when he trusted God, he was able to do 
as God asked him to do.  You and I cannot do as God asks us to 
do if our hands are closed versus being open and ready to obey 
God. 
  
There are two ways we can approach life. 1) Clenched Fists, or 
2) Open Hands. A clenched fist person says, “All I have, I have 
gained on my own.” An opened hand person says, “All I have, 
God has provided and blessed. I am just a manager of all God 
has given me.” 
  
God’s generosity is not without purpose. Remember God is 
generous toward us and gives us gifts so that the body of Christ 
can be built up and others can experience God’s generosity and 
grace. We are told by Paul again and again that Jesus came to 
set us free. He came first to set us free from sin and separation 
from God, but He also came to set us free from greed and other 
attitudes that will cause us to live in a prison of our own 
making. 
  
 II Corinthians 9:11, "You will be enriched in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion, and through us, your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God." 
  
Generous people understand blessing others with Time, Talent, 
and Money, but it requires an intentional Plan. If you do not plan 
on being generous, it usually will not happen. In fact most of life 
does not happen unless you do some kind of planning: 
Education, career, dating, marriage, family, and children. Daily 
living takes some kind of planning, including your financial 
future for retirement, and so does your decision to be generous. 
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Last week I offered three steps that could help you to become 
more generous. Step 1) Recognize that God owns all that you 
have.  This is the first and most fundamental step you have to 
take. If you do not recognize that God owns it all, you will never 
come to see that you are to be a manager, and a manager 
manages what belongs to the owner. A manager gets to keep the 
portion or the contracted feel; that is, you pay for managing. In 
the case of God, He gives you 90% to keep as your management 
fee, and tells you we are to give back 10% to His church, His 
bride. The question is: "Will you follow the owner's instructions? 
  
Step 2) Recognize that God gives you the role of Steward or 
Manager. God gives you that role if you claim to be a follower of 
Jesus. That comes with the job of being a Christian. You have 
free will to do as you want but, if we take Jesus seriously, we 
will be the kind of manager God wants us to be by moving to 
become a person who  gives back the 10 percent to His church. 
This step is realized when you grow into having a "Kingdom 
Perspective" which circles back to acknowledging that God owns 
it all.  
  
Step 3) Recognize that Generosity offers you the opportunity 
to Glorify God. When you think about it, God gives you the 
resources you need, which then allows you to give back to Him 
His share. This, in turn, gives you the privilege and the ability to 
glorify God's goodness. God sets it all up for you like pins in a 
bowling alley. All you have to do is roll the ball down the lane 
and make a strike, giving you the opportunity to experience 
God's glory and blessings, and goodness, and contentment. 
Again, this only happens if you acknowledge the first step. 
  
There you have it. Three steps to becoming more generous. I 
hope you will consider this opportunity afforded to you from 
God. You and I are the only ones who can make this happen if 
we are to live out our call to follow Jesus. Give it some thought 
and see if God is not right in this matter. 
  

WEEKEND WORSHIP 
  

Rev. Gene Strange will be sharing the Word of God this weekend 
and he will  be wrapping up this four week series in how we can 
Break Free," and become more generous. You have to break free 
from the pull of gravity or the things that hold you back from 
doing as God calls you to do, if you are going to live a more 
generous life. Remember you have to plan to be generous. 
Generosity does not just happen and we have given you some 
tools over the past weeks to help you become a better manager 
and planner. This weekend, as we close out this series, we are 
asking you to bring back your "Faith Promise Card," and bring it 
forward at the end of the service as an act of offering back to 
God His share in managing His resources. So we are asking you to 
make a plan, put it on paper, pray about it, and help your 
church become better planners in serving God and in serving 
you. If you did not receive a "Faith Promise Card," there will be 
one in each bulletin this weekend. If you will not be in worship 
and need a card, stop by the office or gives us a call and we will 
either mail one to you or send one to you by e-mail. Become 
more Generous by planning to be Generous. Blessings on your 
plan and on your opportunity to glorify God's blessings in your 

 
  

9:00 A.M.  
Traditional Service  

  
  

10:30 A.M. 
Contemporary Service 

  
  

  

 
  

ALL MEETINGS ARE PUBLIC 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SPRC 

  
FRIDAY– FEBRUARY 24,  2017  

2:00 p.m.  Breaking Free 
Small Group (Sanctuary) 

6:00 p.m.  Celebrate Recovery (S) 
  

SUNDAY -  FEBRUARY 26,  2017 
9:00 a.m.   Traditional Service (S) 
9:15 a.m.   Upper Room (RM 18) 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary 
Service(S) 

10:30 a.m. Kennedy Disc  (RM 8) 
4:00 p.m.   Youth Group (RM 20) 

6:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts  (T) 
  

MONDAY– FEBRUARY 27,  2017 
7:00 p.m.   Bell Choir (Choir 

Room) 
  

TUESDAY– FEBRUARY 28,  2017 
2:00 p.m.  Worship Design (RM 16) 

6:00 p.m.   Praise Team (S) 
  

WEDNESDAY– March 1,  2017  
Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 



life. Gene will have a great lesson for us this weekend so I hope 
you will be present as we worship God together as a faith family 
here at Crystal River UMC. 
  

FEEDING THE 5000 FOOD PANTRY 
  
Here is a great example of where a portion of your offering goes 
to help other who are in need, and how you are a blessing to 
them. Shirley Dibble and Ruth Maughan are doing a great job 
leading this ministry, along with a great team of dedicated 
servants. 
We served on February 9th----32 clients, representing 75 
individuals being fed. On February 23rd---38 clients representing 
80 individuals were fed. This represents a total of 70 clients who 
received food for their families, totaling 155 individuals being 
fed for the month of February. This is a great blessing to those 
who receive food and for those who work in the food pantry. 

  
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR MARCH 

  
Food pantry needs: 1) Cereal (all kinds and all size boxes- we 
never have enough) 2) Canned vegetables (all kinds) 3) Canned 
fruit 4) Pasta sauce 5) Crackers 6) Dog food 7) Bathroom tissue 
8) Soap. Anything  You can donate is used and is a great 
blessing. 
Thank you to all who serve and give to the Food Pantry. 
  

REMINDERS 
  

Ash Wednesday Worship Service will be next Wednesday March 
1st at 7:00 pm.  This service is an opportunity to begin the 
season of Lent with a Kingdom of God Perspective. Make plans 
to be in attendance as we begin the season of Lent leading up to 
the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus. 
  
We will begin a new sermon series entitled "The Creed," 
beginning Sunday, March 5th. We will also offer a seven-week 
small group study that will go with this new series. This small 
group study will begin Wednesday, March 8th at 6:30 pm. This 
series will examine the Apostles Creed and help us to see what 
we believe or do not believe. I hope you will join me for this 
new series and study. Check out our promo video and share it 
with your friends on Facebook.  
  
I hope to see you on Sunday and thank you for being a 
participant of this faith community and not just a benefactor. 
Remember, God calls us to have a Kingdom Perspective and not 
a Self Perspective, and when we do, we can become more 
Generous to God and to one another.  
  
Blessing, 
  
Pastor David  

  

Divinely Unique 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
6:00 p.m.   Youth Group (RM 20) 

7:00 p.m. Ash 
WednesdayService(S) 

6:30 p.m.   Cub Scouts(T) 
  

THURSDAY– March 2,  2017  
Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 9:00 a.m.  Meals on Wheels (K) 
 9:30 a.m.  Stitches for God (RM 

18) 
3:15  p.m.  BBP Chapel (RM 13) 
6:00 p.m.  Choir Practice (C) 

  
FRIDAY– March 3,  2017  

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

6:00 p.m.  Celebrate Recovery (S) 
  

SATURDAY– March 4,  2017  
Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Our Father’s Table at St. Anne’s 

  
if you have a change or 

cancellation of a regularly 
scheduled meeting/Bible Study 

please be sure to call the 
front office with your 

information so that our 
calendars remain current. 

Thank You! 
  

   Sanctuary- (S) 
Bethel Chapel- (BC) 

Choir Room- (C) 
Tabernacle- (T) 

Kitchen- (K) 
  

  

 
  

Happy  

Birthday 

  

February 24 

George Neitz 

  

February 26 



Thrift Store 

 

Monday, Feb 27 from 9 – 4  

is a work/fun/fellowship day 

  

We will be transitioning winter to summer clothing 
and making a few modifications to the layout of the 
store.  We need those many hands to make the work 
light.  We need everything from a few strong folks 
with hand trucks to those who can do the sit-down 
jobs, to some for unpacking boxes of summer 
clothing while others bag winter for the salvage 
company pick up.  Some jobs require staff 
experience, some no experience at all.  So, calling 
all current volunteers, past volunteers or those who 
have never even thought of working in the store for 
this one day of fellowship.  AND, your thrift store 
board chefs are making lunch for everyone so please 
sign up Sunday or call the store at 352 436-2221 to 
let us know how much food to prepare. 
  

Blessings, 
  

Your Thrift Store Board 

  
  

  

  

 

Eileen Austin 

Marge Harjes 

Thomas Kennedy 

  

March 1 

Wayne Faul 
  

March 3 

Matthew Bayer 

Jill Jackson 

Anne Rochette 

  
  
  

If we have missed your 
Birthday, please contact the 

Care Team at 

  

careteam@crumc.com 

  
  

  

 
  

March 2 

Kevin & Marge Harjes 

  

March 8 

Glenn & Marion Corbin 

  

March 14 

Judy Fowler & Bobby Pate 

  

March 15 

Jenna & Mike Bell 
  

March 18 

Nancy & Richard Slack 

  

March 23 

Pat & Gerald Schabruch 

  

If we have missed your 
anniversary, please contact 

the Care Team at 

  

careteam@crumc.com 

mailto:careteam@crumc.com?subject=Birthday%2FAnniversary%20Correction
mailto:careteam@crumc.com?subject=Birthday%2FAnniversary%20Correction


  

Mike Poole  

  

 

  

 
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

 
  

    Gulf Central District 

Training Event for  
Lay Servants 

  April 22nd & 29th, 2017 

  

 MUST attend both 
Saturdays 

to be certified. 
  

Location of Classes: 
Faith United Methodist 

Church 

7215 1st Ave West 

Bradenton, FL 

34209 

  

 
  

Our Congregational Care 
Team helps to connect 

people in the 
congregation through 

visitation, phone calls, 
emails, & 

correspondence.   
If you have a need, 

please call the office @ 
352-795-3148  

or email 
careteam@crumc.com 

  

mailto:careteam@crumc.com


 

  

  

New Sermon Series Begins 

March 5th 

  

 
  

  

 
  

Stephen Ministry is an 
ongoing ministry to meet the 

needs of persons going 
through a crisis or 
in need of care.  

  

Stephen  Ministers 
provide  one– on– one 

confidential Christian Care 
giving to those in need. To 
refer yourself or someone 

else,  
call Judy Leavitt  

@ 352-746-7716.  
  

Stephen Ministers meet 
every fourth Thursday of 

each month for continuing 
education and supervision. 

  

  

 
  

Join us every Friday 
night for Celebrate 

Recovery. 

  

Dinner begins at 6 p.m.  
The cost is $3 per plate. 

  

Worship follows shortly  
after at 7 p.m.  

We then split out 

into groups and end  
the evening with dessert 

and fellowship.  
  

All are welcome to 
attend. 



 

  

 
  

Classes Begin March 8th 

  

  

Meadowcrest  

Bible Study 

will be taking a break until  

Friday  

March 10th 

  

  

  

 Free child care is 
available - please call the 

church office to make 
arrangements! 

  

Click to like 
(Click banner below) 

 

  

 
  

Bright 
Beginnings 
Preschool  

  

Infants through VPK 

Hours are 

6:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
  

Enrolling for VPK  
and Kindergarten 

  

Monday - Friday  
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

  

Call 352-795-1240 

Lic# C05C10049 
  

Follow us on Facebook 

please Click to like 

(click banner below) 
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Do you love discussing 
Scripture 

and offering your 
thoughts on it?  

  

Then we have the 
perfect class for you!  

  

9:15 a.m.-Upper Room 
Jesus Fellowship (Room 8) 

  

10:30 a.m.- Kennedy 
Discussion Class (Room 8) 

  

We can't wait to see you 
there! 

  
  

 

To view the best version of the message, please click here  
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