
Crystal River 

United Methodist Church              Date: August 10th, 2018 

http://www.crumc.com  

 

 

 

  

Friends, 

  

Last week we began a new sermon series entitled, "The Courage to 

Stand."  In this five-part series, we are looking at the Prophet 

Daniel as to how he stood with courage.  

  

When King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Israel, he burned down the 

city and the temple. He destroyed and removed the religious 

symbols, so the people would forget Yahweh, and he captured the 

best of their youth. Daniel and his three friends were a part of the 

youth brought back to Babylon to be indoctrinated into the culture 

as future leaders. The king instructed his chief official to change 

their names so they would forget Yahweh, and to feed them the 

best food the kingdom had to offer. Changing Daniel’s name was no 

problem, but when the king wanted Daniel and his three friends to 

eat the palace food, they drew a line that they would not cross. 

  

Here is what I see. Daniel had no problem with the king changing 

his name. Even though the king was trying to erase their identity in 

Yahweh, a name change cannot take way who you are and whose 

you are. Daniel was secure as to who God was in his life, and a 

change of name could not erase his relationship with God. The line 

that Daniel would not cross was when he was asked to eat the food 

prepared for the king. Why? The simple reason was that the food 

was prepared and dedicated to a pagan god, and for Daniel to eat 

the food, he would have been disrespecting Yahweh. He would not 

defile God.  

  

Daniel did not make this decision when he was confronted with this 

issue. You see, Daniel had decided long before that there were 

certain things he would not do when it came to honoring God. 

When temptation comes, you and I need to know way, in advance, 

what line we will not cross, long before we will be tempted.  Just 

like Daniel, if we claim to be followers of God, then we should 

know where our boundaries are as Christians. Just like Daniel, God 

had called him to hold certain standards, and you and I as followers 

of Jesus are called to hold certain standards as well. But you have 

to know what and where the line is if you are going to "Stand Out" 

for God and to be holy as God is holy. Daniel and his friends stood 

out as men of God, because they knew the line they would not 

cross as followers of Yahweh.  

  

When you decide to "Stand Out," there will be consequences. Daniel 

knew his decision could get him killed. So in seeking not to 

disrespect the king, he sought an alternative plan that would honor 

the king and allow him to honor God at the same time. He asked 
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that he and his three friends be allowed to eat only vegetables and 

drink only water for 10 days, and then see if they would be more 

healthy than the young men who had eaten from the king’s table. 

This request was granted, and Daniel and his three friends were 

then brought before the king who found none equal to Daniel and 

his friends. So they were brought into the service of the king 

because they "Stood Out,"  Why? Because they honored Yahweh, 

they kept the boundaries, and they walked their talk, even when 

confronted with difficult challenges.  

  

For you and me, Philippians 1:27 offers us a great summary as to 

how we are to "Stand Out," for God.  
"Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of 

the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only 

hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in 

the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the 

gospel."  

If you claim to be a follower of Jesus, then ask yourself, “Am I 

‘Standing Out,’ as a one who serves as an example for God? Am I 

keeping the boundaries and standards as one who is called to love 

God and to love my neighbor? Have I  establish the line I will not 

cross long before the temptation confronts me? Will I ‘Stand Out’ as 

a person who honors God, even when it might not be the easiest 

thing to do?” Will you Stand Firm in following Jesus?  

  

  

WEEKEND WORSHIP 

  

This weekend we will examine the question, "How do you live and 

seek God's wisdom, so you can stand for what is right?” When you 

"Stand Up" for God are you standing for the right ways, at the right 

time, and for the right reason? I believe it starts with seeking God's 

wisdom in how to "Stand Up" for what is right. Join me as we see 

how Daniel had to Stand Up and offer some news to the king that 

everyone else would not do. They all turned and ran, but Daniel 

Stood Up and told the king the truth. Daniel even offered him some 

advice as to how he could change the future if he were willing to 

acknowledge that God was in control. Hope to see you this 

weekend.  

  

  

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEKEND 

  

Thank you for all you have done to gather school supplies over the 

past four weeks. We had a good turn-out for the dessert social and 

for the packing of the boxes. You will see Sunday the 100 boxes we 

packed that will be delivered this week to Crystal River primary 

school, to the Bright Beginnings Preschool, and to the Bright 

Beginnings Learning Academy.  We have invited the teaching staff 

from all three schools to join us on Sunday as we honor them for 

their work and service with children. We will pray for them and 

recognize their important work in both services. Join me as we 

honor them this weekend.  

  

Thank you for your willingness to set the boundaries, and  to "Stand 

Out" as a follower of Jesus. Thank you for serving God through this 

missional outpost we call Crystal River UMC. Be blessed and be a 

blessing for others. See you Sunday. 

  

Pastor David     

  

  

  

  

 
  

ALL MEETINGS ARE PUBLIC 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SPRC 

  

FRIDAY – August 10 2018 

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

6:00 p.m.   Celebrate Recovery (S) 

  

SATURDAY – August 11, 2018 

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

  

SUNDAY – August 12, 2018 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service (S) 

9:15 a.m. Upper Room (RM 8) 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary (S) 

10:30 a.m. Kennedy Disc (RM 8) 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 415 (T) 

  

MONDAY – August 13, 2018 

  

TUESDAY – August 14, 2018 

9:30 a.m. Worship Design (C) 

6:00 p.m.  Praise Team (S) 

6:00 p.m. Finance Meeting (RM 18) 

  

WEDNESDAY – August 15, 2018 

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

10:00 a.m. Bereavement Class (S) 

3:00 p.m. Blessings in a Backpack 

(Offsite) 

6:00  p.m. Youth Group (RM 20) 

  

THURSDAY – August 16, 2018 

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels (K) 

6:00 p.m. Mini Farms (T) 

  

FRIDAY – August 17 2018 

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

6:00 p.m.   Celebrate Recovery (S) 

  

SATURDAY – August 18, 2018 

Divinely Unique Thrift & Gift Store 

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

  

  

      if you have a change or 

cancellation of a regularly 

scheduled meeting/Bible Study, 

please be sure to call the  

front office with your 

information so that our 

calendars remain current. 



 

  

 

 

Remember to  stop by and sign the prayer cards on 

Sunday morning. Then if you would, take the time to 
write a personal note of encouragement to these 

persons as well. The Care Notes are available at the 
table on Sundays. Thanks for serving and caring 

together as the CRUMC family of faith. 

Thank You! 

  

   Sanctuary- (S) 
Bethel Chapel- (BC) 

Choir Room- (C) 
Tabernacle- (T) 

Kitchen- (K) 
  

  

Bright Beginnings 

Learning Academy 

is Accepting 

Applications  

for Kindergarten 
and First Grade. 

  To apply call 
352/795-1240 

  

  

 
  

Preschool Hours are 6:30 
a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Infants through VPK 

  

Now enrolling for VPK 
2018/2019 School Year 

VPK Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

with wrap care available  
  

Call 352-795-1240 

Lic# C05C10049 

  

  



  

  

Ruth Maughan 

  

  

  

 

  

 
  

Dear Church Family, 
  

I report again that all is well at Divinely Unique.  I actually 
worked the store this morning, I seldom do but was filling for 
vacations, and 5 groups of people came in who had never been in 
before.  I don't know where they all came from but think that is 
not unusual from what the regular clerks say.  The important part 
is that all were impressed with the organization and cleanliness of 
the store, all made sizable purchases and promised to 
return.  God is still and always good to the store and the 
volunteers by the people God sends our way.  And here is an 
introduction to another one of our very special volunteers. 

 
  

MON - THURS 

9 A.M. - 12 P.M. 

Closed Fridays 

  

  

 
  

August 11 

  

Maria Castro 

  

  

August 13 

  

Carla Eschen 

  

August 14 

  

Scott Witte 

  

  

August 15 

  

Nancy Haste 

  

August 16 

  

Tom Metcalf 
  

August 17 

  

Robert Briggs 

  

August 18 

  

Ruth Levins 

  

  

  



  

******************************************************************************** 
  

 
  

I’m Catherine McDonald. 
 
 I am a Florida native.  I grew up in the little country town of 
Brandon (which isn’t country now) and a life time Methodist.  I 
have lived in Florida all my life except for 2 1/2 years when my 
husband, who was with GTE, was transferred to California.  
 
I was working at GTE when I met my husband. We got married in 
1963.  I soon retired for a few years and stayed home to raise our 
two boys. 
 
I went back to work for the University of South Florida until my 
husband took early retirement from GTE and we moved to 
Tallahassee.  He was with The Public Service Commission and I 
transferred to Florida State University. We both retired the same 
day and moved to Pine Ridge in 2006. 
 
Since moving here, I have been very active at CRUMC, mostly 
UMW and the chancel choir. 
 

I started volunteering in the Thrift Shop about 2 years ago.  It has 
been a very enjoyable experience. I love meeting and helping 
people.  It is a wonderful way to serve our Lord.  We have a great 
camaraderie among the volunteers.  We all have become friends 
with the same purpose - to serve those in need and support the 
church.   
  

******************************************************************************** 
  

Catherine works Thursday afternoons and, as most everyone else, 
other times when needed.  She loves working the front, meeting 
and chatting with our guests, and is a qualified "closer", always 
excited and sharing with me if we've had a particularly good day 
when she counts money and prepares the deposit.  Catherine 
wasn't sure about working the store but has become such a delight 
to us all in her dedication, fun-loving personality and her joy in 
serving.  I'm putting words in her mouth but I think she'd say, 
"Give it a try.  Get to know the folks who work there and find your 
niche."  Right, Catherine? 
  

Blessings to all as we begin August, another hot and rainy 
month.  Sales have not slacked off yet, so keep praying that we 
continue to be used of God in small or mighty ways. 
  

Your Servant Leaders at Divinely Unique  

  

If we have missed your 
Birthday, please contact the 

Care Team at 
  

careteam@crumc.com 

  

  

  

  

 

August 17 

  

Carla & Rich Eschen 

  

August 26 

  

Lois & Dick Bump 

  

  

  

If we have missed your 
anniversary, please 

contact the Care 
Team at 

  

careteam@crumc.com 

  

  

 
  

Our Congregational Care 
Team helps to connect 

people in the 
congregation through 

visitation, phone calls, 
emails, & 

correspondence.   
If you have a need, please 

call the office  
@ 352-795-3148  

mailto:careteam@crumc.com?subject=Birthday%2FAnniversary%20Correction
mailto:careteam@crumc.com?subject=Birthday%2FAnniversary%20Correction


  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

THE NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY 

NEEDS YOUR REGISTRATION FOR:  

Basic and Advanced Classes  

Saturday, September 8, 2018 

Forest UMC,  

17635 E SR 40 

or email 
careteam@crumc.com 

  

 
  

  

Please Contact 
The Church 

Office for a 
Listing at 795-

3148 

  

  

 
  

Do you love discussing 

Scripture 

and offering your 
thoughts on it?  

  

Then we have the 

perfect class for you!  

  

9:15 a.m.-Upper Room 

Jesus Fellowship (Room 8) 

  

10:30 a.m.- Kennedy 
Discussion Class (Room 8) 

  

We can't wait to see you 
there! 

  

 
  

Join us every Friday 

night for Celebrate 
Recovery. 

  

Dinner begins at 6 p.m.  
  

Worship follows shortly  

after at 7 p.m.  

following with small 

groups 

mailto:careteam@crumc.com


Silver Spring, FL 34488 

Deadline for Registration: 

August 28th, 2018 

For full information on classes, schedule,  

directions and related items, click here. 

 For further information:  

Walter L. Dry, District  Director 

(352) 686-1140 

 drysr@tampabay.rr.com 

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

All are welcome to 

attend. 

  

 Free child care is available 
- please call the church 

office to make 
arrangements! 

  

Click to like 

(Click banner below) 

 

 
  

Stephen Ministry is an 
ongoing ministry to meet the 

needs of persons going 
through a crisis or 
in need of care.  

  

Stephen  Ministers 
provide  one– on– one 

confidential Christian Care 

giving to those in need. To 
refer yourself or someone 

else,  

call Judy Leavitt  

@ 352-746-7716.  

  

Stephen Ministers meet 
every fourth Thursday of 

each month for continuing 

education and supervision. 
  

  
   

To view the best version of the message, please click here  

  

 

4801 N Citrus Ave, Crystal River, FL 34428 

 

352-795-3148 

http://www.crumc.com 
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