
November 30 – Helen Mack – Refiner’s Fire 
 
Read Malachi 3:1-4 
 
In Matt. 3:48 Jesus urged us, “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” But HOW? There is 
no way I can be perfect or live up to God’s righteousness! 
 
Malachi asks, “Who can endure when He appears? For He will be like a refiner’s fire…” When 
refining gold or silver, it is heated until the metal is separated from its impurities. Then the 
metal smith skims these imperfections off the top so that whatever it is going to be used for will 
not be weakened or marred with corrosion. 
 
There is no work that we can do to be acceptable in God’s eyes to make us without any 
impurity, stain, spot, or odor. When Christ comes into our lives in the person of the Holy Spirit, 
He disciplines us and keeps us holy and clean for God’s use and service. In 1 John 1:9, this Savior 
not only forgives our sins, but also cleans us up, makes us acceptable to God, and puts His 
righteousness on us. 
 
I smoked cigarettes for 25 years, knowing that it was harming my body and making me and my 
clothes stink. Then the Lord convicted me and made me taper off a few at a time. Literally, I was 
burning money! How could I be an effective and positive Christian witness? 
 
My husband K.B. quit smoking at about the same time. Two years later I was down to five 
cigarettes a day, and the Lord used him to encourage me to quit altogether. The Lord convinced 
me, “Enough!” That was 30 years ago! I have not had one since. I do not have to get away from 
people to light up so that I will not offend them or make their air unpleasant to breathe as well 
as some other plea$ant rewards. 
 
The whole purpose of our existence on this planet is to be holy, to bring God praise, and be a 
living example of God’s love and generosity. 
 
Loving Father, help us to be obedient children and to follow Your guidance. Thank You so much 
for Your marvelous discipline that shows us that You can really love us as Your children. In 
Christ’s name, amen. 
 
Each day let us try to respond immediately to God’s leadership. 


