
December 15 – Jan Metcalf – The Faith of the Young 
 
Read Luke 1: 39-45 
 
At the time, Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered 
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her 
womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed:  “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why am I so favored, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy.  Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished!” 
 
Each year as I read this passage, I am again reminded that Mary, herself a child, was chosen for God’s 
work, no doubt because He created her for the job of being Mother of His Son.  Mary is the only human 
other than Jesus who was at his birth and his death. 
 
With my own Grandchildren and my precious students in the Sunday school class, I recognize God’s 
hands on their lives, and in some of the precious words from them that show He is still working in the 
very young.  I do remember being 14 and how grown up I was in my mind, and I remember God 
touching my life in a much less significant way. 
 
In the recent past, I have shared with you some of the prayer requests our young ones have given me. 
They care for those around them – family, friends, teachers, neighbors. They trust God with problems, 
health issues, pets. Shouldn’t we trust as they do? 
 
 
Heavenly Father, let us remember our youth and your touch upon us all as You walked along with us in 
prevenient grace, always loving and always reassuring, always pulling us in a little closer and again 
reassuring us that You are on the walk with us.  Please help us mimic Christ in our words and service to 
others as we try to bless You by being Jesus to someone of your choice. 
 
I would yield to you Lord.  Just like Mary, lead me to always be strengthened in You…. 


