
 

 

December 18 – Allison Baxter - For All and for All Time 

Read Hebrews l0:5-10 

.......then he added, Behold, I have come to do your will. "He does away with the first in 
order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all…” Hebrews 10: 9-10. 

Despite himself, even Paul, that giant in our Good News story had a problem with sin just 
as I do. Try as I might, I sin. Romans 3:23 says, "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God." 

In the Old Testament God instructed his people to make sacrifices and offerings to atone 
for their sins. This was but a shadow of a better way. The NIV introduction to Hebrews 
says it could be called ''the book of better things," since the two Greek words for better 
and superior occur 15 times in the letter. The theme of Hebrews is the absolute 
supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ. 

Growing up, I had a friend Beverly whose mother Ruth was the height of glamour and 
sophistication in my eyes. Ruth told Beverly and me never to say we were full, but rather to 
say we had reached a bountiful sufficiency. I am always reminded of Ruth's instruction 
when I come across the word “sufficiency.” The dictionary defines it as “adequate 
provision, enough.” 

I find other words like new, full, surpassing, unique, perfect, final -all good. Peterson 
paraphrases part of Chapter 10 this way: "It was a perfect sacrifice by a perfect person to 
perfect some very imperfect people." What more could we want or need? Our Jesus, in 
complete obedience to his father, became the perfect sacrifice for our sins once for all and 
for all time. 

Valuing what Jesus has done is for us an active, continual process that makes sanctification 
possible. We are being made holy as we value and use this precious gift. 

Prayer: Lord, help me. I don't want to undervalue my salvation. 

Yielding: May my inner experience of Jesus’ sacrifice for my sins become a way of living out 
my life in holiness that reflects what I have received. 

 

 

 


