
Wednesday, December 2 – Donnie Brown – Zechariah’s Small Things 
 
Read Luke 1:76-79  
 
The words in this passage were spoken by Zechariah to his child, John the Baptist. Zechariah had 
just been blessed in his old age with a firstborn child after years and years of faithful praying and 
belief in God’s “tender mercy.” In a rare “face-to-face” encounter with an angel, Zechariah 
learned that God was setting in motion His divine plan to visit earth, and Zechariah would be a 
vital, yet small, part of this plan. Zechariah’s doubts about his ability to fulfill the promise of 
becoming a father led God to prevent him from speaking until the birth of his son. 
 
These words were also the last ones recorded in the scriptures regarding Zechariah. Like so 
many of God’s faithful servants, Zechariah passes quietly from the scene, once his part was 
done. 
 
In my role as principal at an elementary school, I often have the opportunity to instruct young 
children in the importance of being good in small ways so they can also be good in big ways. It 
may be easy to take a piece of candy when the teacher isn’t looking, but NOT doing it builds 
integrity and honesty that help when big temptations come along. The same is true for us as 
believers in Christ Jesus. Remembering to be faithful in little things will build our stamina to be 
faithful when big things come our way! 
 
As I study this scripture, I wonder if Zechariah lived to know how important his son, John the 
Baptist, would be to the Savior, Jesus Christ. Although his part in God’s plan was a major one, 
Zechariah was faithful to God all his life, even in the small things. When we are faithful to God in 
small ways, He can use us to do great things that may not even be revealed to us in this life. 
 
Dear God, help me to be faithful to you in every little way. Help me to pause in my quiet time to 
praise and adore You, to ask for Your forgiveness for my sins, and to rejoice and give You glory 
for the blessings in my life. Then I will be better equipped to do those same things when life gets 
hectic – with illness, death, financial worries, stress, and all the craziness of living in a fast-paced 
world. 
 
I will yield my life to you by remaining faithful today. I will find time to spend with You, to listen 
to Your voice speaking through the holiday merriment, to reach out to someone in some small 
way to bless them as you have blessed me. 


