
December 27 – Jan Metcalf – God Gives Us Questions to Ponder 
 
Read Luke 2:41-52 
 
When Jesus was twelve years old, the whole family went up to the Feast of the Passover, according to 
the custom. But when they left to return home, Jesus had stayed behind. His parents found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  As you can 
imagine, Mary and Joseph were beside themselves.  
“Why were you searching for me?” Jesus asked.  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  
But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.  But his mother treasured all 
these things in her heart.  And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 
 
Did God close Mary’s eyes?  She trusted God enough to let herself be the vessel of his love, to provide us 
a Savior, so why would she not recognize that Jesus would be teaching before she was told? 
Was God giving Jesus classroom instruction for his future? 
Why would Mary and Joseph leave their other children to seek out Jesus’ place “of hiding”?  Or did 
they? The Bible doesn’t mention the other siblings in this event.  As parents, the whereabouts of all 
would be of equal importance. 
Did God reunite Jesus and Mary and Joseph to allow our Savior more time with his earthly family, a 
much cherished family? 
Perhaps, God sent Jesus back with Mary and Joseph to let those at the Temple soak in the knowledge 
they had seen in Jesus.  Perhaps this is the first evidence of prevenient grace, God letting his people see 
Christ so they would understand his love for them. 
Was God preparing Mary for her separation from the earthly life of our Lord? 
From a few paragraphs that have come to us from God, we find sooo many questions and so many 
thoughts that we can apply to our lives.  Our application could and should most obviously, just like Mary, 
always be trust.  Although God has put these questions to us, we know when the time comes, he will 
present us with the answer(s) as he did to Mary and Joseph. 
  
Heavenly Father, as we work through your Word, help us find your answers.  We thank you for all those 
around us who often see things just a little differently, and grow our understanding.  Thank you for 
trusting us to try.  Thank you for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Let us be ever aware of your presence 
and your love as we grow in trust. 
 
I do yield my trust to you Lord.  You have many children and we all know you wish us to trust and we are 
learning continually.  Please accept our trust, faulty though it may be, Our Trinity.  Amen 


