
December 28 – Karen Janota – Redemption 
 
Read Jeremiah 31:7-9 2b “The people who survive the sword will find favor in the wilderness; I will 
come to give rest to Israel.” 
 
When you read this passage, and the verse I added, one has to ask whether this is prophetic, not 
just of time to come in a Biblical context, but in the context of our world situation today. We 
have all seen the news footage of the terrorist strikes in Paris and other places in Europe and 
the Middle East. We have seen the propaganda videos broadcast by Daesh/Isil/Al Qaeda. We 
have watched as the bombs have flown between Israelis and Palestinians. We have heard the 
cries of the refugees fleeing from the violence that has destroyed their homes and sent them 
fleeing for their lives.  
 
The scripture instructs refugees to make their praise and prayers heard. God says He will bring 
them from the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. The promise goes on to 
restore and rebuild. It specifies Israel but what if His promise is wider and broader than we can 
fathom? 
 
What if we followed what Jesus said – to feed, clothe, shelter those in need; to love our 
neighbors, even if they’re new to the neighborhood; to teach them our ways and beliefs, as well 
as our language; to listen to their stories and to share ours? If God then made it safe for them to 
return to their homelands, think of the seeds we could plant for the Lord! What if we welcomed 
them instead of saying “Not in my neighborhood?” 
 
I trust in the scripture that God’s plans are for us to prosper, and the 366 scriptures that 
admonish us to “Fear not,” and in all circumstances to pray and trust that God hears us. During 
this season, let’s allow the Creator of the universe to work His will, and do our best to follow it. 
 
Father God, show us Your will. Help us not to give in to fear, but rather to pray, pray, pray and 
trust in You. Amen. 
 
Today I will try my best to turn fear into prayer and trust in God. 


