
December 29 - Pattie Williams - Watering the Garden 
 
Read Jer. 31:10-14 - 12"Their life shall become like a watered garden."  
 
I think of this passage, or others referring to water on a thirsty plant, when my Peace lilies and 
Impatiens droop, seemingly overnight if I skip a watering.  They are very needy and I probably 
shouldn't even try to grow them and keep up with their thirst.  But they are so forgiving and 
spring back quickly from a little neglect or procrastination.  They wilt and then revive.  God gives 
them that ability to rebound after neglect, when they haven't been properly nourished, when 
they've been forgotten for a day or two, when I've been too busy to notice their need. 
 
God makes us able to rebound also, from feelings of neglect, of being forgotten for a season, 
after not taking as good care of His temple as we should, of feeling unimportant and not needed 
by those we'd hoped to serve, of lots of hurts and perceived slights and grudges and, and, and, 
and, and.  Then when we are the thirstiest and droopiest, like the Peace lilies and Impatiens, he 
sends His drink of cool water, His love from out of nowhere, His people to comfort and uplift, 
His Word to teach and encourage, His hand to shelter, and we are revived. 
 
Christmas takes a lot out of us.  We do so much preparation, attend so many events, and 
overindulge in food and drink and running around, trying to do and enjoy all that is offered to 
us.  Family may disappoint us if the gathering isn't perfect (and whose family is?).  Friends and 
co-workers may have not noticed our need for some space or comfort; maybe the reaction to a 
carefully chosen gift wasn't as expected, maybe the gift wasn't so carefully chosen, maybe just 
the let-down after so many days of activities and adrenalin rush has you drooping.  May this be a 
time of rest and recuperation, of being refreshed and revived like the drooping flowers after a 
rain.  May we all be thinking about revival and refreshing as we begin our New Year in service to 
our ever-loving and reviving God.  May our lives become like a watered garden again. 
 
Heavenly Father, we are so thankful that You give us life-giving, reviving “rain” just when we 
need it most. Amen. 
 
Today I will work to be an instrument of “rain” for others. 
 


