
December 31- Rev. David Rawls - PRAISE THE LORD 
 
Read PSALM 147:12-20 
 
"Praise the Lord, Jerusalem; praise your God, Zion." Psalm 147:12 
 
In this passage from Psalm 147:12-20, we find this section of scripture opens and closes with the writer 
"Praising the Lord."  He praises God for Jerusalem and Zion, because that is where the center of worship 
is located in Israel, with Zion being the hill top in Jerusalem where the temple is built. The writer goes on 
and gives praise to God for the protection of the city, the people, God's oversight of nature, and his 
revealed word to Jacob. The writer wants you to know that you cannot separate God's work in creation 
from God's saving work for humankind. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. There is no 
separation; God is over all. Praise the Lord.  
 
In our series, "The Five Marks of a Methodist," we saw that God is a God of love, that He first loved us, 
and our response is to love God in return by rejoicing, praying, giving thanks, and loving others. 
Scripture reminds us that we are to "Give thanks and Praises to God in all circumstances, for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus." I Thessalonians 5:18. Jesus came into the world as God in the flesh so we 
might know this God who is over all things. God is God alone and God will never leave or abandon us, no 
matter our circumstances. The Word made flesh was known among God's people before the birth of 
Jesus.  The very nature of God's presence is love, so that is why our response should be that of Psalm 
147, "Praise the Lord."   
 
Father of all of creation, thank You for giving me a world which You have created and then stand watch 
over, by loving me and protecting me, and never leaving me alone. Remind me, Father, that You came to 
earth as man to show me the way back to You. Help me to know Jesus, so I will know You, and may I give 
You Praise in all circumstances as my response for Your love for me. 
 
May I always give thanks and praise to God, my Father in Heaven.   
 
 


