
Friday, December 4, 2015 Tonya Briggs - Lessons from my Father 
 
Read Luke 3:3-6 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’”[a] 

 

When I first read this I could just feel the anticipation – God’s salvation.  I didn’t pick this scripture 
per se – I picked the date, December 4th – My dad’s birthday.   
 
John the Baptist prepares the way.  And that he did.  I love reading on to 3:10 how eager people 
were to do good.  Stop the wrongs!  It should be that easy.   
 
My father prepared the way for me. He taught me to do good my whole life and I am fortunate 
enough to say today that I didn’t stumble much; and if I did, like my savior, my dad also caught me, 
loved me, forgave me.  How blessed I am to have been raised by a man who taught me to give, not 
take; to be honest; to find the good in things, all the good stuff; and of course, to do it right the first 
time.   
 
For instance, he taught me to be responsible with my belongings and my finances so that I don’t live 
beyond my means. Once when I was determined to live in the mountains, even though I had to 
commute to work, he wouldn’t “bail me out” when I didn’t have enough money for my insurance. I 
had to sell the piano he had given me to pay for my expenses – a hard lesson learned. Sometimes we 
have to make sacrifices in order to do things. 
 
Perhaps the most important lesson was not to be so hard on people. Love them, give them grace, 
forgive them, but don’t allow them to walk all over you. The best lesson was never to forget that I 
am Daddy’s little girl. That goes for my heavenly Father too.  
 
Dear Father, thank You for giving me such a great earthly father to prepare the way for me, and 
thank You for Your guidance that keeps my path straight. 
 
Today I look for opportunities to teach such life lessons to my son.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25032a

