
December 9 – Ruth Maughan – God Rejoices over us 
 
Read Zeph 3:14-20 17 The LORD your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice 
over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing17 The 
LORD your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, 
He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing." (NKJV) 
 
Zephaniah was a contemporary of Nahum and Habakkuk, all prophets sent by God to give His 
message to His people who had embraced the idolatrous culture of those around them.  The 
Day of the Lord’s judgment was coming.  Their covenant relationship with God did not make 
them immune from judgment for their wickedness.  These impending judgments foreshadow 
God’s final judgment and salvation at the return of Jesus (Rev. 10-22).  Promise is given that God 
will deliver His people.  The beautiful promises in Zeph. 3 make the heart sing with joy over 
God’s deliverance for His people.   
 
This third chapter of Zephaniah has been an anchor to me during difficult times in my life.  Bad 
things happen which we did not cause and over which we have no control.  Life is hard at 
times.  No one is exempt.  The reality of God’s promises to His people stand as life’s 
foundational supports to us.  He has taught me that I can get inside His precious promises and 
wear them as a cloak of warmth, as a shield against doubt and fear, as a helmet to protecting 
my thoughts, as balm for my hurting soul, as food and drink to my hunger and thirst for peace 
and relief.  Life is good! 
 
Recently a little stray dog came into my life. She had no tags and had been neglected, perhaps 
even mistreated. I bathed her and took her to the vet who checked her out and scanned her to 
see if she had a microchip. She didn’t, so she went home as mine. I named her Sibby. Five days 
later, I mentioned Sibby’s rescue to an animal control officer who was after a stray in the 
neighborhood. She demanded that I hand her over because I had broken the law by not taking 
her to the shelter. I prayed and sought answers and help on social media. On Thursday my 
prayers were answered and I was able to claim her as mine officially. That warm cloak of 
promises had brought me through another crisis. 
 
He is glad over us…He quiets us with the assurance of His love as we live for Him…He rejoices 
over us!  He is smack dab in the middle of our mess with us!   
 
Father, please give Your peace and comfort to all who are in distress today.” 
Look to Him and be at peace and be in joy.  Jesus loves us and came to give us life.   
 
 Today I will stand on God’s promises. 


